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Communicating With Children 
A Pathfinder 

The Learning Center provides materials for information and convenience only. They are not 
to be substituted for medical advice. Medical information is often controversial and 
continually changes. Please consult your health care provider to discuss your specific 
concerns. 
 
The Learning Center locations provide a wide range of materials, and each site’s resources 
are different. Please call ahead to learn which location contains the resources you need. The 
Learning Center staff provides skilled, individualized service and will be happy to help you.  
 
For more information, or if you have questions, please call, e-mail or visit The Learning Center. 
 
Levit Family Learning Center 
Mays Clinic 
Floor 2, near The Tree Sculpture,  
Room ACB2.1120 

Theodore N. Law Learning Center 
Main Building 
Floor 4, near Elevator A,  
Room R4.1100 

Monday – Friday, 9 a.m-4 p.m.  Monday – Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.  
713-563-8010 713-745-8063 
http://www.mdanderson.org/tlc 
E-mail: asktlcstaff@mdanderson.org  
 
Pamphlets 

Helping Children When a Family Member Has Cancer. CancerCare. 2008. 
It Helps to Have Friends When Mom or Dad Has Cancer. American Cancer Society. 2004. 
When You Don’t Know What to Say … A Guide for Parents. The University of Texas M. D. 

Anderson Cancer Center. 2008. 
When Your Brother or Sister Has Cancer: A Guide for Teens. National Cancer Institute. 2005. 
 
Books for Children 

Mother Has Cancer 
The Brightest Star. Hemery KM. WS105.5 .A8 H488b 1998. 
Chemo Cat. Nilon C. PZ 7 N712c 2007. 
Grandma, What is Cancer? Daley-Prado MJ. WS 105.5 .A8 D141g 2007. 
Hair for Mama. Tinkham K. QZ 267 T589h 2007. 
In Mommy’s Garden: A Book to Help Explain Cancer to Young Children. Ammary N.  

WS 105.5 .A8 A518i 2007. 
Kids Talk: Kids Speak Out About Breast Cancer. New Numeroff LJ. WP 870 N971K 1999. 

http://www.mdanderson.org/tlc
mailto:asktlcstaff@mdanderson.org
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Mama’s Going to Heaven Soon. Copeland KM. WS 105.5 .A8 C782m 2005. 
Metu and Lee Learn About Breast Cancer. Sachedina S. WP 870 S121m 2006. 
Michael’s Mommy Has Breast Cancer. Torrey L. WS 105.5 .A8 T694m 1999. 
Mom and The Polka-Dot Boo-Boo: A Gentle Story Explaining Breast Cancer to a Young Child. 

Sutherland E, Sutherland M. WP 870 S966m 2007. 
Mommy’s in the Hospital Again. Parkinson CS. WS 105.5 .A8 P247M 1994. 
Mom Said. Boyd K. WI 320 B789m 2003. 
Mom’s Cancer. Fies B. WF 658 F466m 2006. 
Our Family Has Cancer, Too! Clifford C. QZ 200 C6370 1998. 
Our Mom Has Cancer. Ackermann A. WP 870 A1820 2001. 
Promises. Wintrhop E. WS 105.5 .A8 W791p 2000. 
Tickles Tabitha’s Cancer-Tankerous Mommy. Frahm A. PZ 7 F811t 2001. 
When Momma Wore a Hat. Schick E. WS 105.5 .A8 S331w 2007. 
When Mommy Had a Mastectomy. Greenfield NR, Butler RM. WP 870 G812w 2005. 
Where’s Mom’s Hair? A Family Journey Through Cancer. Watters D, Watters H, Watters E, 

Hogan S. QZ 267 W344w 2005. 
The Year My Mother Was Bald. Speltz A. PZ 7 S743y 2003. 
 
Father Has Cancer 
Daddy’s Promise. Cohen CK. WS 105.5 .A8 C678D 1997. 
My Book About Cancer: A Workbook to Help Children Deal With the Diagnosis and Treatment 

of a Father With Cancer. Schmidt R. WS 105.5 .A8 S354my 2003. 
My Daddy’s Cancer: An Interactive Book for Children. Cohen CK. QZ 200 C678D 1999. 
Our Daddy’s Cancer: How We Helped Him Fight. Crews D. QZ 200 C9270 2007. 
Our Dad Is Getting Better. Silver A, Silver E, Silver AR. QZ 267 S587d  2007. 
 
Siblings or Friends Have Cancer 
Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie. Sonnenblick J. WH 250 S699d 2004. 
Stevie’s New Blood. Lilleby K. WH 380 L729s 2000. 
What About Me? When Brothers and Sisters Get Sick. Peterkin A. 1992. 
When Molly Was in the Hospital: A Book for Brothers and Sisters of Hospitalized Children. 

Duncan D, Ollikainin N. PZ 7 D911w 1994. 
Why, Charlie Brown, Why? A Story About What Happens When a Friend Is Very Ill. Schulz C. 

WS 105.5 .A8 S388w 2002. 
 
Grandparent Has Cancer 
Grandma Kathy Has Cancer. Buckley C. Sponaugle K. WP 322 B924g 2007. 
Grandpa Loved. Nobiso J. WS 105.5 .A8 N745g 2000. 
Gran-Gran’s Best Trick. Holden LD. WS 105.5 .A8 H726G 1989. 
 
Anyone Has Cancer 
Aunt Lucy Has Cancer. Owens CS. QZ 200 O97a 2003. 
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Butterfly Kisses and Wishes On Wings: When Someone You Love Has Cancer – A Hopeful, 
Helpful Book for Kids. McVicker E, Hersh N. WS 105.5 .A8 M176b 2006. 

Can I Catch Cancer? Thomas C. QZ 200 C2123 2007. 
The Gift. Heiney S, Lamphier S. WH 380 H468g 1996. 
Good Luck, Mrs. K! Borden L. PZ 7 B728g 2002. 
I’m Mad. Crary E. WS 105.5 .E5 C893m 1992. 
I’m Scared. Crary E. WS 105.5 .E5 C893I 1994. 
I Wish I Could Hold Your Hand. Palmer P. WS 105.5 .A8 P175I 2000. 
Jenny Is Scared: When Sad Things Happen in the World. Shuman C. WS 105.5 .E5 S562j 2003. 
Life Isn’t Always a Day at the Beach. Ganz P, Scofield T. WS 105.5 .A8 G211l 1996. 
The Rainbow Feelings of Cancer: A Book for Children Who Have a Loved One With Cancer. 

Martin C. WS 105.5 .A8 M379r 2001. 
Sad Isn’t Bad: A Good-Grief Guidebook for Kids Dealing With Loss. Mundy M.  

WS 105.5 .A8 M965S 1998. 
They Never Want to Tell You: Children Talk About Cancer. Bearison DJ. QZ 201 B368T 1991. 
Vanishing Cookies. Goodman MB. QZ 200 G653V 1990. 
What on Earth Do You Do When Someone Dies? Romaine T. WS 105.5 .A8 R757w 1999. 
When Mom or Dad Dies: A Book of Comfort for Kids. Grippo D, Alley RW.  

WS 105.5 .A8 W567 2008. 
When Someone You Love Has Cancer: A Guide to Help Kids Cope. Lewis A, Alley RW.  

WS 105.5 .A8 L673w 2005. 
Willie’s Wagon. Metivier G. PZ 7 M592w 2007. 
 
Books for Teenagers 

Breast Cancer Questions & Answers for Young Women. Vogel CG. WP 870 V882b 2001. 
Cancer Information for Teens. Caldwell M. QZ 200 C219 2004. 
Drums, Girls, & Dangerous Pie. Sonnenblick J. WH 250 S699d 2004. 
Teenagers Face to Face with Bereavement. Gravelle K. WS 462 G775T 1989. 
When Someone You Love Has Cancer. Chapter 9. In: Living With Cancer. Dreyer Z.  

QZ 200 D7781 2008. 
 
Books for Parents, Caregivers and Teachers 

Another Morning: Voices of Truth and Hope From Mothers With Cancer. Blachman L.  
QZ 200 B629a 2006. 

Cancer in the Family: Helping Children Cope With a Parent’s Illness. Heiney SP.  
QZ 200 H468C 2001. 

Can I Still Kiss You? Answering Your Children’s Questions About Cancer. Russell N.  
QZ 200 R965c 2001. 

Day by Day: Children Tell Their Journeys of Faith and Determination Living With a Sick Sister 
or Brother. Frisbee C. WS 105.5 .A8 F918d 2008. 
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Healing Children’s Grief: Surviving a Parent’s Death From Cancer. Christ GH.  
WS 105.5 .A8 C554H 2000. 

Helping Teens Cope With Death. Dougy Center for Grieving Children.  
WS 105.5 .A8 H4833 1999. 

Helping the Grieving Student: A Guide for Teachers. Dougy Center for Grieving Children.  
WS 105.5 .A8 H483 1998. 

Helping Your Children Cope With Your Cancer: A Guide for Parents and Families. Van Dernoot 
P, Case M. QZ 200 V217h 2005. 

How to Help Children Through a Parent’s Serious Illness. McCue K. BF 723 .P25 M133H 1994. 
Lifetimes: The Beautiful Way to Explain Death to Children. Mellonie B.  

HQ 1073.3 M5271 1983. 
Raising an Emotionally Healthy Child When a Parent is Sick. Rauch PK, Muriel AC.  

WS 105.5 .A8 R241r 2006 
We Can Cope: Helping Parents Help Children When a Parent Has Cancer. Bromberg JI, McCabe 

CF, Patenaude AF. BF 723 .P25 M1333H 2001. 
When a Parent Has Cancer: A Guide to Caring for Your Children. Harpham WS, Kulikauskas J. 

QZ 200 H295W 2004. 
A Window to Heaven: When Children See Life in Death. Komp DM. BV 4907 K81W 1992. 
 
Video  

A Child’s View of Grief. Wolfelt A, Service Corporation International, Center for Loss & Life 
Transition. WS 105.5 VHS 1125 1990. 

Kids Tell Kids What It’s Like When a Family Member Has Cancer. Cancervive.  
QZ 200 VHS 1132 1998. 

Kids Tell Kids What It’s Like When Their Mother or Father Has Cancer. Cancervive.  
QZ 200 VHS 1131 1998. 

My Children, My Cancer: Kids Need Information, Too. The University of Texas M. D. 
Anderson Cancer Center. WS 105.5 .A8 3838 DVD 2008. 

My Mom Has Breast Cancer: A Guide for Families. King B. WP 870 VHS 1133 1996. 
Talking About Your Cancer: A Parent’s Guide to Helping Children Cope. Moss-Coane M, Fox 

Chase Cancer Center. QZ 200 VHS 1129 1996. 
We Can Cope When a Parent Has Cancer (child tape). Harpham WS, et al.  

QZ 200 VHS 1142 2000. 
We Can Cope When a Parent Has Cancer (parent tape). Harpham WS, et al.  

QZ 200 VHS 1140 2000. 
We Can Cope When a Parent Has Cancer (teen tape). Harpham WS, et al.  

QZ 200 VHS 1141 2000. 
Why, Charlie Brown, Why? Schulz CM, Mendelson L, Melendez B, Jaimes S.  

WS 105.5 .A8 VHS 1145 1990. 
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Web Sites 

Kids Konnected 
http://www.kidskonnected.org 
This site gives friendship, understanding, education and support to kids who have a parent with 
cancer. 
 
CancerCare for Kids® 
http://www.cancercare.org/get_help/special_progs/cc_for_kids.php 
This site offers practical support, education and advice to parents and counseling to children and 
teens to help them understand cancer. 
 
People Living With Cancer 
http://www.plwc.org 
Go to the Coping section for resources to help discuss cancer with children. 
 

http://www.kidskonnected.org/
http://www.cancercare.org/get_help/special_progs/cc_for_kids.php
http://www.plwc.org/

